
News Focus - INDONESIA HAS ROLE IN GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT  
     Jakarta, March 11 (Antara) - With diverse cultural tolerance and inclusion traditions, Indonesia is 
considered having an important role in global human rights enforcement efforts. 
     Indonesia is known to have high tolerance and various cultures that can be accepted by all parties 
in overcoming a problem. 
     Hence, French Ambassador for Human Rights Francois Croquette has encouraged Indonesia to be 
more active in dialogue on global human rights enforcement efforts. 
     During a press conference in Jakarta recently, Croquette expressed his desire that Indonesia be 
more active in enforcing human rights in the United Nations Security Council, and join a coalition and 
apply various traditions in the handling of human rights issues. 
     For him, Indonesia is one of the important dialogue partners to work with in a global environment 
that is constantly confronted with the challenges of human rights enforcement. 
     During his visit to Indonesia for several days, the French ambassador for human rights also met 
with representatives from the  Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the National Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM), the Supreme Court, and non-
governmental organizations to discuss issues related to death penalty, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT). 
     Human Rights Watch works for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender peoples' rights, and with 
activists representing a multiplicity of identities and issues.  
     Abuses based on sexual orientation and gender identity worldwide, including torture, killing and 
executions, arrests under unjust laws, unequal treatment, censorship, medical abuses, discrimination 
in health and jobs and housing, domestic violence, abuses against children, and denial of family rights 
and recognition were also documented and exposed.  
     In a regional context, Croquette also discussed the humanitarian crisis in Myanmar that occurred 
last year and became one of the biggest human rights violations that attracted the attention of the 
world community. 
     Although Myanmar and Bangladesh are currently in the process of repatriating Rohingya refugees 
back to Rakhine State, it is not enough to resolve the conflict in the country. 
     Hence, Croquette expects the international community to participate and contribute to finding 
solutions to the long-running conflict that sparked "ethnic cleansing" in Myanmar. 
     "We welcome the involvement of Indonesia in dialogue with various parties to find solutions to 
these problems," he said. 
     According to Reuters, UN Assistant Secretary General for Human Rights Andrew Gilmour said in 
Yangon that Myanmar's "ethnic cleansing" of Rohingya Muslims is continuing. 
     He made the comment after a four-day visit to the Cox's Bazar district in neighboring Bangladesh, 
where he met people who have fled from Myanmar recently. 
     "I don't think we can draw any other conclusion from what I have seen and heard in Cox's Bazar," 
Gilmour said in a statement. 
     After Rohingya insurgents attacked 30 police posts and an army base on Aug 25, 2017, Myanmar 
soldiers and police swept through villages in what the government says was a legitimate operation to 
root out "terrorists". 
     Rohingya who sought shelter in Bangladesh have reported rape, killings and arson by security 
forces. The United Nations and United States have concluded the campaign amounted to ethnic 
cleansing. 
     Gilmour spoke to refugees who recounted abductions by security forces and at least one apparent 
death of a Rohingya man in custody in February, the statement said. 
     "It appears that widespread and systematic violence against the Rohingya persists," Gilmour said. 
     He said the nature of the violence has changed from the frenzied blood-letting and mass rape of 
last year to a lower intensity campaign of terror and forced starvation that seems to be designed to 
drive the remaining Rohingya from their homes and into Bangladesh. 



     Despite Myanmar saying it was ready to accept back refugees under a pact signed with 
Bangladesh in November, he added, "Safe, dignified and sustainable returns are, of course, 
impossible under current conditions". 
     Myanmar government spokesman Zaw Htay said he had not seen the UN statement published on 
Tuesday, but that Myanmar was not committing ethnic cleansing. 
     The office of the United Nations High Comissioner for Refugees is monitoring developments after 
several thousand people living in a makeshift camp "were reportedly ordered to vacate the area by 
the Myanmar authorities", the agency said. 
     Further, the French ambassador for human rights  also ensures that intergovernmental dialogue 
between Indonesia and Frence will continue, both in international forums as well as in official visits. 
     Earlier in February, President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) received the honorary visit of UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein at the Merdeka Palace to discuss Indonesia's 
role in assisting the handling of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. 
     "Al Hussein has encouraged Indonesia to make various efforts and approaches to address 
Rohingya issue. The UN High Commissioner believes that Indonesia can be a leader in the settlement 
of the crisis. Myanmar welcomes Indonesia's stance regarding the issue," 
Justice and Human Rights Minister Yasonna Laoly said. 
     During the meeting, the president revealed some challenges in addressing Rohingya refugees, 
after the president visited Bangladesh and received the complaints of the refugees. 
     The president affirmed Indonesia's commitment in upholding human rights enforcement. 
     Laoly pointed out that the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights lauded Indonesia as a role 
model of a major Muslim country in dealing with issues related to human rights. 
     He revealed that the meeting also discussed various issues, including revisions to the nation's 
criminal code. 
     The minister noted that Al Hussein expected the revisions to not criminalize the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transsexual (LGBT) community. 
 
 
 
 


