
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

A key moment in the UN agenda 

Universal representation  
 

-> Created in 1945, the UN General Assembly is one of the main United Nations bodies.  

-> It gathers all UN Member States – There are now 193 states 

-> Its role is to set the main guidelines of the organization. 

-> In 1945: 55 Member States 

-> In 2016: 193 Member States  

The General Assembly is a unique forum for multilateral discussion: 

- It is representative: 1 State = 1 voice 

- It is deliberative: it is a place where States negotiate and debate; 

- It has a policy-making role: adoption of resolutions and declarations.  

 

Functions 
 

Main topics 

The General Assembly regularly meets in 6 main committees: 

Disarmament and International Security Committee 

Economic and Financial Committee 

Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee 

Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

Administrative and Budgetary Committee 

Legal Committee 

 

To discuss: 

1. Essential issues:  

General principles of cooperation for international peacekeeping and security 

Development of international cooperation in the economic / social / cultural / educational fields  

 

2. The functioning of the organization: 

 New Members admission on the recommendation of the Security Council  



 Consideration and approval of the budget 

 Appointment of the Secretary-General on the recommendation of the Security Council 

 

How are decisions made?  

 The Assembly adopts resolutions which contribute to the establishment of standards and the 

codification of international law  

 Resolutions are adopted following deliberations that end with a vote in plenary session: 

Votes on important issues require a two-thirds majority of Member States;  

Other questions are decided by a simple majority. 

In recent years, an effort has been made to reach consensus on all issues, rather than deciding by a vote. 

 

September 2016: 71st session of the UN General Assembly 
 

 Each ordinary session has a central theme. 2016: the refugees and migrants crisis  

Main events: 

- A general debate 

- High level political meetings (States and governments leaders, Ministers) 

- High level events on specific topics 

- Informal side events with civil society to exchange about topical subjects of the UN.  

 

Each year, the General Assembly elects a President for a one-year mandate 

For the 2016-2017 annual session, the Permanent Representative of Fiji, Mr. Peter Thomson, will chair the 

General Assembly. 


